
Flower clusters broadly rounded, flat-topped, cylindrical or pyramidal

Leaves broader, flower clusters various, drier habitats 
Solidago spp.

Flowers in cylindrical clusters with erect,   
ascending branches or forming pyramidal shape

Flowers in broadly rounded or 
flat-topped clusters, tall plant

Grass-leaved goldenrod,  
Euthamia graminifolia 

Flower clusters flat-topped, leaves narrow, 
Moist habitats

Stiff goldenrod,  
Solidago rigida

Stems leafy, with lanceolate 
leaves all same size;                                      
tall, patch-forming plants

Upper stem leaves smaller 
than lower ones,  
leaves mostly oblanceolate

Tall, giant or late goldenrod,                                      
Solidago gigantea

 Leaves moderately to 
densely hairy, especially on 
veins and leaf edges

 Stems hairy Stems hairless

Tall goldenrod, 
Solidago altissima 

Leaves and stems hairless or 
with a few hairs

Leaves and stems covered in 
dense, soft hairs

Western Canada goldenrod, 
Solidago lepida

Leaves more or less 
hairless, or with short, 
bristly hairs

Grey-stemmed goldenrod, 
Solidago nemoralis

Flowers in cylindrical or 
pyramidal clusters, 
Bracts under head sticky

Sticky goldenrod, 
Solidago glutinosa

Flower clusters often turned 
to one side, forming panicles, 
bracts not sticky

Low or Missouri goldenrod, 
Solidago missouriensis

Key to Edmonton area Goldenrods: 
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