Key to Edmonton Area Asters

ray florets (hgules)

Diagrams (top right, p. 16; top left, p. 17) from
“lllustrated Key to the Asteraceae of Alberta” by Linda Kershaw.
(published with permission)

Asters ID Flowchan
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Annuals Perennials
rays short. not showy rays showy
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(Rayless Alkali Aster )
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with flat topped array

Flower heads

L 4

( Flat-toppped White Aster )

-

Flower heads Flower heads
rays white rays blue, violet —>
w or mauve
Flower heads Flower heads
small, numerous:; larger and fewer:
bracts and leaves spine-tipped. bracts & leaves not spine-tipped.
grassland habitats wetter habitats
|
v 4
Stems Stems
in a cluster; heads small, arising singly from
involucres 2.4-4.5 mm high creeping rhizomes: heads larger.
rays mostly <6.5 mm long involucres 5-8 mm high
rays 7 mm or more long
(Tufted White Prairie Aster)  (Creeping White Prairie Aster)
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Flower heads

not forming flat arrays
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Plants

with narrow fleshy leaves towards base:
flower heads borne singly on branched stalks;
whitish glands present on involucres and upper stem:
rare plants of saline habitats
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Plants
without charactenstics
described on left

(Marsh Alkali Aster) [
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Plants

stems slender, single with one flower head.

Plants

branched, bushy with at lcast some
rarely more: leaves < | em wide: leaves broader than 1 cm wide:
plant of calcarcous habitats hairs running in lines down the stem from leaf bases:

' various wet habitats

y
( Rush Aster ) Cwestern Willow Astea
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o) 8. | Flowen Flowers
floret deep blue mauve
Involucres Involcures
with short stalked glands: not glandular: disc florets
disc florets white or pale yellow; bright vellow;
stems green; forming patches stems purplish with stiff hairs
Y Y
CGmat Northern Aster) CRcd Stemmed Aster)
v
v v
Plants Plants
rare in Alberta, exclusively of saline habitats: lacking the characteristics
involucres and upper stems with white glands described to the left
A 4
(' Marsh Alkali Aster ) I
v v
Plants Plants
lower leaves more or less heart shaped and narrowed to a definite stalk: leaves not as described
leaves deep green; plants of woodland clearings and edges to the left
Y
CLindley’s As(eD ‘
Plant l
smooth. lacking hairs; lower leaves broadly egg shaped. narrowed Plants

to a stalk; whitish-green; upper leaves clasping the stem:
common species of grasslands

not of grassland habitats

C Smooth Aster )

v

Plants
with involucral bracts densely covered in glands.
clearly overlapping and in rows: tall, robust plants with large,

toothed leaves along stem: lowland species of woodland edges

.

Plants
not as described to the lefi

C Show_\"Aster )

v

A 4
Plants
branched and bushy: hairs running in lines down
from the stem from leaf bases:
various wet habitats in the lowlands

Plants
low. tufted or sprawling plants of open
gravelly areas in the mountains

CWatcrn Willow Astea

Siberian Aster



